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	BACKGROUND INFORMATION SUMMARY: 

	· HPCAC identified “Fix problem trails” as the key priority for Sec. 37 funds available this year. The attached trail guidelines were prepared by the Natural Environment Committee as input to Parks Planning. 

Additional background information was also provided, including 

- High Park - Core Values and Priorities (developed from HPCAC community planning session, Feb. 4-06)

- Fencing Guidelines approved by HPCAC Oct. 25-06




	SUGGESTIONS and/or RECOMMENDATIONS:

	· 


	MOTION: (if applicable)

	· N/A


Trail Restoration in High Park 

Key Objective (Approved by HPCAC at meeting of Oct. 25/06)  - to repair problem trails

Note: 

- The most serious problem trails are adjacent to Spring Road north of Centre Road, on both sides, including the approved off-leash trail and the multiple trails on the ridge east of Spring Road. The west ravine trails, although not generally in as bad shape, also have some problem areas.

- The longer term vision is to have sustainable trails in good shape throughout the park, for a variety of purposes (interpretive, navigational, general use, etc.)

Trail Restoration Guidelines

(Prepared by HPCAC Natural Environment Committee through email consultation, April 11, 2007; not passed by HPCAC)

Sustainability

- prevent erosion, manage water flow effectively

- address “desire lines” so that trails will be used as intended

- use trail surfaces that will be long-lasting, can be maintained, blend with the natural setting

Protect natural areas and respect the natural character of High Park

- encourage trail traffic to stay on trail

- avoid compaction of areas adjacent to trails

- close off unwanted trails

- reduce some trail widths, narrow intersections

- reroute some trails away from ridge edge, or to have a more gradual slope 

- avoid materials that spread into natural areas or change the soil acidity

- design to blend in natural environment (e.g. where possible, avoid “hard”, “built” surfaces; however, in some cases, structures such as boardwalks may be suitable)

- protect adjacent natural areas

- avoid disturbing wildlife 

Differentiate trail design by intended usage

- high-use trails for pedestrian and dog traffic

- quiet nature trails

- major park entry points, access to major facilities 

- multi-use trails (regular pedestrian, dogs, joggers, etc.) 

- paved trails for multi-use including bicycles, trackless train and service vehicles

Provide public access and circulation routes

- in/out of the park

- through the park 

- to reach key facilities

Provide nature trails

- provide opportunities for quiet, slow travel through quality natural areas

- provide interpretive signage on some designated nature trails

Ensure safety 

- clear directional signage so park users can find their way

- design to deal with conflicting uses (e.g. use designs that discourage bicycle use on pedestrian trails)

- maintain safe surfaces, e.g. stairs in good repair

- give trails names so that Emergency Response can be directed to the location in case of an emergency

NOTE: It is important for trail restoration to:

- include signage, habitat restoration and in some cases, fencing or natural barriers, and 

- be coordinated with ongoing park management and restoration programs.
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