Natural Environment Committee meeting 

Sept 13.07

Present: Karen Yukich, (Chair/Secretary), Maureen Hyland, Lisa Kemp, Sharon Lovett, Devon Turcotte, Cara Webster, Chris Sawa, Ken Sharratt, Bohdan Kowalyk
1/2. No minutes were taken at the previous meeting. 

3. Project Updates

a)
Interpretive Trails: Karyn Morris is unable to work on this for a while. She is suggesting signs at 5 or 6 entrance points leading to the Tablelands. The group felt that a more detailed central sign or specialized sign (e.g. book idea) would still be useful to tell more about the plants etc. Cara mentioned the need for a gathering place for groups. The more manicured area near the labyrinth was suggested, or possibly a mown area just north of the Boulevard Beds. The main purpose of the signage would be to protect the site, also to educate. Sharon and Cara are interested in researching signage options, amount of text/pictures they can hold, and estimated costs. ACTIONS: Cara to check on how other Natural Environment section signs have been made. Karen to send existing sign samples to Sharon.
b) Relocation of Picnic Area 7: Helen has agreed to remove it but is concerned about the disposal cost. ACTION: Karen will check on the schedule of next year’s Environment Day. 

c) Problem Trails project update: Helen is expecting to see the consultant’s options later this month and will bring it to our group (with other key volunteers invited) for review, possibly at our next NEC meeting in Oct.
d) Southeast Cycling Area: No action at this time due to limited resources. Karen mentioned the Crothers Woods report which deals with cycling and trails in the Don. It can currently be downloaded from the City of Toronto's Forestry website found at www.toronto.ca/trees/ravines.htm. Scott Laver (City, Natural Environment) is willing to discuss the report and its implementation with our group in a few months.

e) Trail Evaluation Form: Jane Schmidt has prepared a form for evaluating trails. ACTION: Consider again at a future meeting. 

4. Species at Risk Grant & Walmart Application: Discussed research projects and publishing of guidebook. ACTIONS: Ken Sharratt to provide Cara Webster with the conditions for selecting supplier(s). Cara to prepare terms of reference for research projects. Sharon, Lisa, Devon, Ken and Cara to identify steps needed to complete guidebook, including clarification of the purpose (e.g., to promote protection of natural areas in High Park, educate, encourage native plant gardening at home). Cara to talk to Beth about the Jewel brochure update. Sharon, Cara and Ken to let Diana know if they want anything included in the Walmart application (tools, gloves, plants?)
5. Urban forestry update: Toronto Water (Bill Snodgrass) has submitted a plan to Forestry about phased removal of trees that would facilitate access to Spring Creek during the upcoming restoration work. ACTIONS: Cara to see if Forestry can complete its review before our upcoming meeting with Bill, tentatively set for Oct. 11. Lenka to confirm the meeting with Bill when she returns from Europe.

Cara also reported on the oak-growing test project underway with Earthgen Nursery. Karen reviewed the meeting held with Scott Nisbet of the High Park Greenhouse. ACTIONS: Cara will be following up with Scott, and Cara (with VSP input) is preparing longer-term plans for native plants to be grown in the greenhouse.

6. Off-leash area update: John Cleary is expected to provide a summary of survey results at the next Advisory Council meeting, to be followed by recommendations at the October council meeting.
7. Grenadier Pond Fish Habitat: Karen reported that the work was completed by the TRCA in August and seems to have gone well. We discussed the possibility of continuing the removal of the concrete edge in future projects, perhaps leveraging the MNR’s fish habitat funds to obtain a larger grant for this purpose (e.g. Unilever) rather than building a dock. Chris mentioned that she is interested in water issues.
8. Updates re HPAC and Affiliated Groups: A volunteer is needed to take over as the editor of High Park News - thanks to Lisa for all her work on this. A letter has been sent to Parks about the Tennis Club screen with brand name advertising.
9. Upcoming events: Walking tours begin Sept. 16. Harvest Festival and Plant Sale are on Sept. 30. Next HPCAC meeting is Sept. 26.
10. Next NEC meeting tentatively set for Thursday, Oct. 11, 6.45 pm at the Howard Park Tennis Club.

