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	High Park Community Advisory Council

Box 108, 95 Lavinia Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M6S 3H9


NATURAL ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES
Wednesday, October 29, 2008,  6:45 p.m.
Howard Park Tennis Club
Present were:

Karen Yukich, (Chair), Karyn Morris, Jane Schmidt, Cara Webster, Sharon Lovett, Lenka Holubec, Robin Sorys, Richard Jones, Roman Bijan
Absent/Regrets: Ken Sharratt, Terry Fahey, Frank Remiz.
1.
Introductions/Adoption of agenda

      Welcome to Richard Jones and Roman Bijan, attending for the first time.



Wildlife items of note: coyotes have been seen recently, also deer and red fox.
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting
Updates on items from the minutes: Sharon is researching LCD projector purchase. Cara reported that some birches were replaced over the summer, since the nursery delivered the wrong species (possibly grey birch). Jane is continuing to develop ideas for the Water Stewardship Symposium and will ask for volunteers to help at a later date.
3.
Updates
a) Off-Leash Area review. Sharon has joined the Working Group. Cara reported that the next step is a site tour of the staff, possibly also the consultant who will be working on mapping for the Concept Plan. There is lack of clarity on what is currently considered to be off-leash. Sharon mentioned the importance of distinguishing “shared use” areas from those that are totally “off-leash”. 
b) Problem Trails: The project went to tender but only one bid was received so it needs to go out again. Some tree removal (e.g. Manitoba maple) was done in anticipation of this work and to deal with hazard trees and fallen trees blocking trails. Some felled trees were used to close trails in the west ravine area. Once a bid is chosen, it may be necessary to decide which projects can be done within the funds available. The trail leading downhill from the northwest playground was mentioned as having little traffic and being a lower priority.
c) Concept Plan: A consultant has been selected (ENVision - The Hough Group). We discussed a possible meeting with Jennie Kowalski, the project coordinator for Parks, either as an NEC meeting or at the November HPCAC meeting (or both), to explain the project and provide an opportunity for volunteer/community input. ACTION: Cara will look into getting a copy of the 5-page summary that went out with the tender.
d) Urban Star Park: Jane reported that she toured the park with astronomy representatives. Their preferred site was the playing fields south of Bloor, which are open and close to public transportation. Star-gazing events might be held in the fall and spring. They will review this site in detail and get back to High Park contacts about it.
4.
Reports
a) Ontario Urban Forest Council Conference: Lenka and Jane reported on the conference (see attached files). High Park was mentioned by several presenters, including Jennifer Gibb of the restoration crew.
b) Ontario Nature Regional Meeting: Jane and Sharon attended on behalf of High Park. The meeting was held at the Rouge Valley Conservation Centre. Sharon remarked on how impressed she was with their new wetland projects and the effectiveness of the elimination of ATV activity. Jane remarked on the forest, which had as much horizontal wood as vertical.

c) Meeting with Helen Sousa: Karen, Cara and Lenka reported on a meeting they had with Helen Sousa on Oct. 3 with regard to an integrated concept of overall park management within the context of High Park being a natural environment park. Two useful suggestions came out of the meeting: 
a. to hold workshops for Horticultural staff and Maintenance staff (separately) in May to familiarize them with natural environment factors related to their work, and to raise their overall awareness of the park’s NE significance; and 
b. to contribute to improved signage in several locations (see next point). Karyn also noted, as a positive step, the recent initiative approved by Helen to feature native plants at the new Grenadier Café landscape project. 
ACTION: Karen will bring up the workshop planning subject again in the spring.
5.
Signage Projects 

A number of signage projects were discussed:
· an interpretive sign near the top of the Hillside Gardens promoting responsible ravine management and pointing to the naturalized hillside as a model

· Grenadier Pond signage arising from the fish habitat project, including one on Purple Martins (Don Barnett)
· signage and/or notice board near the sport fields to introduce children and families to the natural features of HP and the Nature Centre programs

· the Nature Centre is already planning to do signage near their planting site about invasive species and has funding for this
ACTION: Cara to look at what exists already and who in her department might help with this. Jane and Sharon offered to help with signage content. The NEC could help with general ideas for content.
6. 
Urban Forestry restoration plans
Cara reported that the crew is doing some thinning and removal of invasive woody species, including the north end of Spring Creek. The recent planting did well here and Forestry supplemented the original planting. They have also started fencing in Spring Road north of Centre Road to protect the natural area.
A prescribed burn is planned for spring 2009. This will not include the Tablelands. Oak seedlings have been checked and found to have long roots (relative to their short size) that should enable them to withstand a burn. Some issues are still to be resolved.

Cara participated in a regional meeting of Tallgrass Ontario. Jean Vesik was previously our representative. ACTION: Jane and Sharon will check with Jean about this.

Cara has discussed the route for removal of the two Symposium sculptures with Helen to minimize damage to the area.
7. 
Co-Chair

Karen asked for members to consider taking the position of Co-Chair. The role would include chairing some meetings and representing NEC at Executive meetings.
8. 
Announcements
Jane mentioned the book “Trees and Leaves” put out by OUFC, $10, good for children and people of all ages.
Book Launch “HTO: Toronto’s Water from Lake Iroquois to Lost Rivers to Low-flow Toilets”, with contributions by Jane Schmidt and Frank Remiz of NEC, Sunday Nov. 9, 2.30 pm at The Blue Barracks, Fort York. $5 admission or free with purchase of book. Panel discussion on future of Toronto’s water at 2.30.
9.
Next meetings

a) Natural Environment Committee –  ? (TBD)
b) HPCAC Meeting – Wed. Nov. 26, 6.30 pm at HPTC
