Natural Environment Committee meeting 

Oct 18.07

Present: Karen Yukich, (Chair/Secretary), Lisa Kemp, Sharon Lovett, Cara Webster, Chris Sawa, Ken Sharratt, Bohdan Kowalyk, Karyn Morris, Terry Fahey, David White, Robin Sorys, Diana Teal, Lenka Holubec, Bill Snodgrass (Toronto Water), Steve Smith (consultant to Toronto Water), Helen Sousa (site meeting only), Vojka Miladinovic (site meeting only)
1/2. Minutes of previous meeting and agenda accepted. 

3. Spring Creek Renovation Project

The Spring Creek Renovation Project was discussed at a site meeting on Spring Creek at 5.30 and then at the regular meeting at the Tennis Club. Bill reported that the construction plans are much the same as they were at our meeting last year. The purpose is to stabilize the creek (especially where distance between steep slope and road is tight) and improve fish habitat to meet DFO requirements. He brought in Steve to consider the impact on trees and other vegetation. In the short term they are looking at removing just the trees that are in the way of construction access points, and each one that is removed will be replaced 1:1. Of those removed, some will be left as stumps to resprout to contribute to bank stability. 
In the longer term, consideration could be given to removing most of the Manitoba and Norway maples, to replace them with desired species. This could be done in phases or all at once. The group asked whether enough light would be coming through for the newly planted bank vegetation to thrive, and also what type of trees/shrubs are meant to be there (e.g. deciduous lowland forest vs. cedar groves). The longer term project is not part of Toronto Water’s implementation plan.
The work has already gone to tender and is planned for this winter – sometime in Dec. to March. ACTION: A report will be provided to the NEC for review and comment. We discussed fencing and communication needs regarding the off-leash trail usage/redirection during construction. The main construction fence will be two fences placed east-west at the turn in the road and north of the shelter, and  Bill mentioned that these should be opened when possible to allow for emergency and service vehicles. We commented on the need for fencing to be dog-proof (which is not the case on the east side of Spring Road now). Bill will deal through Helen on this. We also discussed longer-term fencing during rehabilitation to avoid trampling. ACTION: Ken mentioned that we already passed a motion last year at HPCAC dealing with this project and should review it.
4. Pond Stagnation Issues

The condition of the Howard and Ridout Ponds was discussed with Bill Snodgrass. He reported that they are anaerobic (lacking oxygen) and have not recovered since the event this summer when they needed to be drained. The stormwater flowing into the ponds has a high O2 demand (8 mg/L of ?), and as the material that comes in with the stormwater decomposes in the ponds it uses up the available oxygen. The MOE did a study about 15 years ago that found storm sewers within 2 or 3 miles of Lake Ontario had similar high demand across the Toronto region, not sure why. 2007 was the driest summer on record since 1959. These ponds get less wind action due to their location. The oxygen level is low throughout the ponds, at all levels. ACTION: Toronto Water may install one or two aerators next summer, possibly solar-powered, to see if this will improve the conditions. 
5. Signage and Trails
a)
Interpretive Trails: Different options were discussed. Karyn is not able to continue as leader of the project. ACTIONS: Everyone to send their sign samples to Sharon and she will put them together for us to discuss and select from, in terms of style, size, purpose etc.
b) Problem Trails project update: The consultant’s options will be presented and reviewed at the HPCAC Oct. 24 meeting. Everyone is invited to attend.
c) Trail Evaluation Form: Consider again at a future meeting when focussing on trail rehabilitation. 
d) Species at Risk Grant: Cara has retained one consultant for the mapping project, and Ken was able to get Steve Varga’s updated inventory notes which will help with this. The propagation project has not been started yet but Cara has a consultant in mind. The Jewel booklet update rests with Cara and Beth McEwen. Sharon and Cara have some further ideas for the guidebook project, which has shifted somewhat in focus from being a plant guide to explaining the restoration of the Black Oak Savannah/Woodlands. ACTION: Cara, Sharon and Ken to continue work on these projects, and consider where paid support might be needed for the guidebook.
e) Pond Signs: Helen has asked for input on signage to be provided by TRCA as part of the Fish Habitat project on Grenadier Pond. ACTION: Ken will contact Helen to help with the signs (how many, subject, style, etc.) Don Barnett will also contact Helen about a sign for the Purple Martin House, as part of the same project.
6. Urban forestry update:


Cara reported that there has been a surprising amount of oak regeneration in nrew areas this summer, and at the recent burn site tour it was recommended that there be no prescribed burn in spring 2008, partly to give the seedlings a chance to get established. This could also free up some funds for buckthorn removal.
7. Off-leash area update: Options are to be presented at the October HPCAC meeting. Karyn recommended that this be put on the next NEC agenda for more detailed consideration.
8. Updates re HPAC and Affiliated Groups: Karen and Bohdan attended a meeting of Ontario Nature’s network of member groups for Lake Ontario North.
9. Upcoming events: Walking tours were mentioned. Next HPCAC meeting Oct 24.
10. Next NEC meeting set for Thursday, Nov. 22, 6.45 pm at the Howard Park Tennis Club.

