Natural Environment Committee meeting 

March 20.07

Present: Karen Yukich, (Chair), Linda Read (Acting Secretary), Jane Leat, Karyn Morris, Maureen Hyland, Terry Fahey, and Lenka Holubec 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. No business arising.

2. Project Updates

a) Grenadier Pond fish habitat project: 

Actions: Karen Yukich will do a short article for the High Park news. Karen asks anyone who sees any action around the Pond to alert her so she can contact media. 

Actions: Maureen Hyland will check with some birders to see if they have any recommendations for a new purple martin house to be erected by TRCA at the pond.

b) Spring Creek renovation: Lenka Holubec reported that there are no drawings available at this point, and that the project has been postponed until next fall. 

Actions: Lenka will try to bring the drawings to our next meeting.

c) Signage and trails: The signs in the park have been mapped. Two kinds of signs are needed—cautionary and interpretive. Cautionary signs are needed to clearly delineate dog leash areas. Plans for interpretive signs are to designate areas of special interest. Current plans are for two trails in areas which need minimal repair. One trail would go through the tablelands, and the other along the east ravine trail, east of Spring Road. Actions: Linda Read will coordinate with the VSP to arrange a K-9/VSP trail and fence repair day. 

d) Off-leash area: Karyn Morris continues to meet with the K-9 group. The NEC will need to prepare a response to the first annual off-leash review.
3. Planting Plans for group event: Cara Webster has made an overall planting plan for the Park. Plans are for a planting on May 6. Actions: Ken Sharratt and Cara Webster will coordinate planning of this event.
4. Urban forestry update, prescribed burn: No date set for the burn as yet. [Held April 20]
5. Discussion centred on the idea of adopting trees. This has been done successfully by conservation areas in Halton and Crawford Lake. Action: Lenka will do a summary of the programmes she has researched.

6. Updates re HPAC and Affiliated Groups: At March 19 meeting, continuing progress with new web site was reported. On April 22, the newly-renovated Nature Centre is holding an open house. A volunteer is needed to send out new event emails once a month.

7. Upcoming events: Walking tours begin in April. A Grenadier Pond tour led by Christine Tu is scheduled for April 29.

8. Next NEC meeting will be Wednesday, May 9, 6.45 pm at the Howard Park Tennis Club.

