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Toronto, Ontario
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES
Monday, March 2, 2009,  6:45 p.m.
Howard Park Tennis Club
Present were:

Karen Yukich, (Chair), Terry Fahey, Ken Sharratt, Jane Schmidt, Sharon Lovett, Karyn Morris, Chris Holcroft, Lenka Holubec
Absent/Regrets: Cara Webster, Frank Remiz, Eric Mueller, Mark Van Stempvoort, David White
1.
Introductions/Adoption of agenda

Karen welcomed Sharon as the new Co-Chair of the Natural Environment Committee.
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting
We did not review the minutes of the previous meeting. 
3.
Updates/Reports
a) Stewardship Forum Feb. 28. Sharon and Jane attended and found the event worthwhile. An inspiring talk about taking youth to remote areas; wonder in your own backyard; overall theme emphasized diversity (cultural); the importance of stories in nature interpretation; don’t just focus on naming things.  
b) VSP Winter Lecture Series: Jane gave the highlights of the winter series, which was well attended and thought-provoking. The topics were The Social Life of Plants in two sessions: Birds, Bees, Butterflies and Bats; and Animals and Insects; followed by the March 1 session on taking a “holistic ecosystem” approach. A discussion of greenway corridors raised ideas about High Park’s “expanding the borders of High Park” initiative (plant sale etc.) and possible connection improvements within the park.
c) Carolinian Canada Coalition: This is a multi-partner group embarking on developing a social marketing strategy for the covered region, which extends to Toronto. ACTION: Sharon will email them back to indicate that we are interested in being part of their Outreach Group.
d) Discovery Walks: Sharon has contacted Jerry Belan to pass on the ideas generated at our February meeting. It is likely to be some time before he is ready to do more work on this. The current DW brochure for High Park can be found at the bottom of this web page: http://www.toronto.ca/parks/recreation_facilities/discovery_walks/discover_index.htm
e) Signage Projects: Karen reported that Helen Sousa has indicated that there is currently no money assigned for signage at Grenadier Pond. Helen is looking into the possibility of finding some funds through Toronto Water. ACTION: Karen will send Helen the notes we have prepared to date and to emphasize the need to work out a clear protocol for how interpretive signage is prepared in partnership with our group.
4.
New Business 

a)
Messaging: We discussed ways of clearly describing the natural environment qualities of High Park. ACTION: Chris will provide some notes on our discussion.
b)
Monofilament Recovery & Recycling Program: Jane reported on her meeting with Andrew Wight from the Toronto Wildlife Centre. Waste fishing line is causing problems in Grenadier Pond – in one case the same cygnet had to be rescued multiple times. We endorsed the idea of undertaking a pilot program. ACTION: Jane to contact Helen about this program.
c)
Staff Workshop(s): Karen reported that seasonal park staff are expected to be working by the latter part of April, so we should be scheduling the proposed workshops soon and preparing to present them. We discussed possible presenters and potential advantages to doing a single workshop for maintenance and horticultural staff combined. ACTION: Sharon and Karen to check with Cara and Helen to plan this event.
d)
Input to K9 brochure: John Cleary has asked for input on a brochure making dog-owners aware of various features in the area surrounding the off-leash area and trails. ACTION: Sharon will provide some text dealing with NE features.

e)
Seminar on Good Examples: Jane proposed inviting a speaker from Oakville to present good examples of awareness campaigns. We suggested considering this for a future date.

f)
Earth Hour: ACTION: Sharon to provide Chris with wording about High Park and upcoming VSP events to include in promotional material.
5.
Next meetings/events
a) Natural Environment Committee –  Tues. April 7, 6.45 pm at the Howard Park Tennis Club
b) HPCAC Meeting – Wed. March 25, 6.30 pm at HPTC
c) Earth Hour – Saturday, March 28

d) VSP Plant Sale – Sunday, May 3, 11 am
