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	High Park Community Advisory Council

Box 108, 95 Lavinia Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M6S 3H9


NATURAL ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES
Tuesday, June 15, 2009,  6:45 p.m.
Howard Park Tennis Club
Present were:

Karen Yukich (Co-Chair, and Chair/Acting Secretary of meeting), Sharon Lovett (Co-Chair), Cara Webster, Jennifer Gibb, Jane Schmidt, Lenka Holubec, Terry Fahey, Mark van Stempvoort, Paul Wehrle, Roman Bijan, Ken Sharratt, Maureen Hyland
Absent/Regrets:  David White, Karyn Morris, Frank Remiz
1.
Introductions/Adoption of agenda

      Carried out.
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting
    Accepted.  
3.
Business arising from the Minutes, and items not yet completed
a) Signage: Waiting for a response from Helen on trail signage issues: No word. ACTION: Ken will follow up on this to determine the process for getting signs done.
b) Monofilament Recovery & Recycling Program: Jane reported that the summer interns at the Nature Centre can help on this project, so the NC can be involved in making and decorating the containers. Family Fish Day could be a good opportunity for public education. Jane will be contacting Helen about the program.
c) Follow up re Workshop for Horticultural Crew and Garden Maintenance Crew:  Karen has contacted Helen with suggested time period for a meeting, no reply yet. ACTION: Lenka will remind Karen to follow up when she is back in Toronto. 
4.
Forestry Report

a) Jennifer Gibb is now in the (temporary) position of Natural Resource Specialist. She will be assuming many of Cara’s responsibilities re High Park but Cara will still be involved as well.

b) Forestry and VSP completed the last planting at the site east of the All Star Café.

c) Now that some sculptures have been removed from the slope south of the Forest School, there will be some restoration planting starting with the disturbed area where the sculptures had been. We discussed possible trail closures and use of fencing and recommended a site meeting, if feasible. TRCA would be involved in this and the two following fencing projects.
d) Other areas for new post-and-paddle type fencing: entrance to on-leash trail leading from Spring Road north to Bloor St.; and previous planting site southwest of TTC loop. ACTION: Karen to provide Jennifer with HPCAC’s Fencing Guidelines.
5.
Updates/Reports

a) Trail meeting: Karen reported on recent trail meeting coordinated by Jerry Hodge aiming to rehabilitate trails east of Spring Road by involving youth. Jennifer reported that she, Helen and Diana are planning to walk the trails that are used most often by the Nature Centre to identify hazards and hotspots. The goal is to develop approved trails and close others, with the latter work being done as part of a NC program for youth. (No further word on Dan Stuckey possibly meeting with us on site to review trails.)
b) Tablelands: No determination yet about what type of uses/work are permitted - the City is negotiating this matter with the province (re heritage status). 

c) ON/OPG Volunteering for Nature event, Sept. 19: Karen and Diana are meeting with Ontario Nature representatives on July 6 to begin to plan this large public event. Jennifer expressed interest in attending. This will be a good opportunity for public education about the nature of High Park. Sharon mentioned that a similar event at the Spit had information booths and a bird walk. ACTION: Karen to provide Jennifer with meeting info.
d) Welcome booth: Jerry Hodge and NC staff are setting up a weekend information booth on the patio of the Grenadier Café. Volunteers are needed to take a 3-hour shift on a Saturday or Sunday – if interested, please contact Christianna, an intern at the Nature Centre, at friendsofhighpark@gmail.com. The following suggestions were made:

· we should try to get a quick brochure ready for this booth on nature of High Park, or find existing material that would be suitable. ACTION: Cara to check existing supplies of Benefits of Native Plants and Toronto Savannah brochures; Karen to check with Diana if she wants these and has storage room; Sharon to provide VSP calendar; Karen to liaise with Diana re selling VSP Rare Plant Guidebook; depending on what is already available, Karen to look into finishing a general brochure
· buy a digital frame to run photos of nature subjects (would need modest funding and theft-proofing). 
· have a sighting board (or binder, if this is simpler) where people can mark down their observations and/or staff can mark what might be seen at this time

· have a reference binder on hand with nature facts, pictures and names of plants currently in bloom, etc.
· have a large map that can be used to show people directions, plus a small map handout (Diana may be working on this already); John Cleary previously used some king of pocket-sized map when he went out with Park Watch – this could be a good one to give out

5.
Promotion/interpretation of natural areas

a) General messages: The messaging memo is generally on track and can be further refined as the work progresses.
b) Communication plan: Karen presented a preliminary plan of topics that could be used for web pages, brochures, etc. Several people volunteered to work on specific sections (to be covered in separate email to active NEC members). ACTION: More volunteers are welcome!
c) Existing communication sources: We are trying to identify existing sources of information that can be useful when preparing new brochures etc. ACTION: Cara will send some links to existing brochures. Maureen will consider the idea of indexing High Park News past issues.

6.
Next meeting & events
a) Natural Environment Committee –  Date, time & location to be determined – aiming for late July.  
b) HPCAC Final Season Meeting – Wed., June 24, 6.30 pm at Howard Park Tennis Club.  

