Minutes of Natural Environment Committee Meeting
January 11, 2007
In attendance: Karen Yukich (chair), Karyn Morris (minutes), Terry Fahey, Lenka Holubec, Ken Sharratt, Maureen Hyland, Gord MacPherson (TRCA)

Regrets: Ron Allan, Devon Turcotte, Leslie Greener, Cara Webster
2. Minutes of previous meeting accepted.
Business arising:
· Lenka contacted Bill Snodgrass about Spring Creek.
· Karen walked Grenadier Pond site with Mike Correa (TRCA) and Helen Sousa.
· Discussion at HPCAC of future uses/vision of Grenadier Pond concluded it to be kept as a natural area with possible interpretation/educational programs, signage and viewing platforms.
3. Grenadier Pond fish habitat project: Gord MacPherson (TRCA)
· Mike Correa (TRCA) has worked with David Wavernan (Mac Viro) to help get approvals for fish habitat compensation. Mike assessed the east shoreline of Grenadier Pond for deficits for fish habitat. He concluded there was a need for spawning habitat especially for predatory fish. Their goal is to diversify shoreline with low aesthetic impact.
· They have plans to create 21 bass spawning shoals with rocks, boulders and logs off the east shore.
· The work would have minimal impact on pond and shore.
· The work is to begin late spring, just after ice breaks and before major spawning in May/June.
· The work is to last about 2 weeks.
· The work will have one entry point on shore and use a barge and back hoe.
· There was additional discussion of impact of fishing in Grenadier Pond to promote responsible angling and youth outdoor activity and environmental education/appreciation. Gord suggested passive management with pamphlets, signage and possibly handing out lead-free sinkers. He also offered to share TRCA dock designs.
· Gord was receptive to having an NEC observer but preferred a walkabout before project began.
· TRCA has a website www. Trca.on.ca which has information on Aquatic Habitat Restoration. A CD is also available from them by e-mailing Gord at gmacpherson @trca.on.ca.
·  Additional discussion on mudflat or lack of, at north end of pond. Possibility that new wetland on west shore may allow more water level change. Gord will try to survey actual depth at north end this summer.
Actions:
· Write a letter to Gord officially asking the TRCA examine the mudflat issue.
· Write a letter to TRCA officially asking for a Purple Martin house. It would need Helen’s approval first.
· Make a recommendation that the Park’s Dept., through Helen, consult with TRCA on matters affecting Grenadier Pond.
· Karyn/Ken to get approval at the next HPCAC to hold a public meeting explaining the fish habitat project. Proposal that it be held in conjunction with the next HPCAC meeting in Feb. Gord will present.
4. Spring Creek Road Closure:
· Due to the closure of Spring Creek Rd. to allow public works to work on Spring Creek the off leash dog area will need to be closed in that area. We would like to see the natural areas protected and not become unofficial off-leash areas during the construction.
Actions:
· A motion is to go to next HPCAC. The Natural Environment Committee is recommending that the Parks Department put up the signs that have been made for the On-Leash trails on the east side of Spring Creek Rd. as soon as possible and that temporary signs explaining the closure of Spring Creek Rd. and re-routing dog walkers be put up before the closure of Spring Creek Rd. We would like to see the Dept. Of Works provide explanatory signs for the project.
5. Planting Plans for group events. Cara/Ken. Deferred.
6. Tree Adoption Program:
· Lenka briefly described a suggestion for donations towards protecting existing, older trees in the park. Deferred.
7. Signage project:
· Karyn suggested that since the signage-trail naming project tied in with the trail fixing project that the two go together and that a working committee be struck at HPCAC involving other committees.
Action:
· A motion is to go to the next HPCAC. The Natural Environment Committee is suggesting the creation of a working committee to address the issues of trails and signage that would work closely with Helen and Park’s Dept. staff and consultants. It is hoped that it would be composed of members from different committees such as Built Environment, Natural Environment, K-9 and possibly Nature Centre.
8. Walking Tours Hosts:
· Walking tour hosts are urgently needed for the Sunday walks at 1:15. Contact Diana Teal at Nature Centre. Ken suggested mentioning it at HPCAC to try to get volunteers on a rotating basis.
9. Criteria for annual review of Off-Leash Dog Area:
· There was a discussion on issues and possible solutions. Ideas were discussed about monitoring and measuring possible damage to the natural environment. Some discussion took place about criteria and process. 
Action:
· A motion is to go to the next HPCAC. The Natural Environment Committee is suggesting the establishment of a working committee to develop criteria and process for the annual review of the Off-leash Dog area. We see this working committee comprising of members from as many committees as possible working in conjunction with city staff and consultants.
10. Next Meetings:
· HPCAC meeting Wed. Jan. 24, 6:30 at HPTC.
· Natural Environment Committee: March 21, 6:45.
