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	High Park Community Advisory Council

Box 108, 95 Lavinia Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M6S 3H9


NATURAL ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2009, 6:45 p.m.
Howard Park Tennis Club
Present were:

Sharon Lovett (Acting Chair), Ken Sharratt, Karyn Morris, Jane Schmidt, Terry Fahey, Lenka Holubec, Mark Van Stempvoort, Frank Remiz (acting secretary)
Absent/Regrets: 

Karen Yukich, Eric Mueller, David White, Cara Webster, Maureen Hyland, Christine Sawa

1.
Introductions/Adoption of agenda

      Carried out.
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting
    Accepted.  
3.
Updates



1. Grants:  May apply for Home Depot Grant.  Ken may piggyback the VSP request for a projector onto an existing grant proposal.  No grant proposal to be made at this time for a new shed.  




4.
New Business




1. Discovery Walks – Jerry Belan of the Partnership Development Unit, City of Toronto, is revisiting the existing routes and signage, and looking for input regarding the area in/around High Park.

ACTION:  

a) Sharon to contact Jerry to find out location of existing routes/signs in High Park area, and obtain a copy of the current text, 

b) Sharon to suggest to Jerry a sign at the north end of the park or on Clendenan near Bloor identifying that area as part of the Wendigo Creek watershed and once being open almost as far north as Annette, its one-time ecological significance, and mostly buried when housing subdivisions were built in the early part of the 20th century, but partly open until the early 1960’s.  

c) Sharon to share findings with NEC to determine a) what new signs might be worthwhile, b) if text needs edits.   








2.  World Biodiversity Day – On Fri. May 22nd.  Wendy Rothwell & TFN (Toronto Zoo (David Ireland) and the Ministry of Natural Resources (Alan Crook) are organizing a garlic mustard pulling activity in several areas.  It is worthwhile for HP to be involved because it faces the same issue.     

ACTION:   

a) VSP to publicize this event at the same time/manner that it publicizes its own May 17th garlic mustard pulling event.  
b) Someone to step forward as HP’s event coordinator.

3.  Carolinian vegetation zone awareness building – The Carolinian Canadian Coalition Team is carrying out a community-based, social marketing, outreach strategy to build awareness of the issues including species at risk.  More info at www.carolinian.org or woodland@carolinian.org.

ACTION:

a) Sharon or delegate to contact the organization to establish if HP is considered part of it.

4.  Coyotes – K9 issued a note urging dog owners to avoid potential problems by keeping dogs on leash in on-leash areas.  
5.  Signage – Jane & others indicated that while some money was notionally allocated earlier ($10K-$20K?), from one or more sources (Helen, City and TRCA), the details, timing and exact amount cannot be clearly established at this point in time, making it difficult to determine the scope of the project, and the key dates.  Recognition that City ultimately will have the final say on content.  Recognition that more info is needed on the possible money available, so as to help focus our attention on the most appropriate scale for the project.         
ACTION:

a) Contact Helen to determine a) whether NEC could independently arrange funding for the writing & design work that pertains to the sign project, b) how interested parties could participate in the City’s possible competitive bidding process pertaining to the writing & design work, and c) if the writing & design efforts could be focused first on the development of a themed brochure for the public, after which its content could be immediately and directly carried over to a sign format.  

6.  Off-leash dogs – To help increase awareness of dog owners of the negative impacts of off-leash dogs in adjacent sensitive area, it is worthwhile to organize some public walks,  create some focused brochures, and erect some signs in the periphery of the areas used by off-leash dogs indicating the relationship between dogs & certain plants.  

ACTION

a) Sharon of VSP is already working on some walks, through a group of concerned dog-owners who are also VSP members that have attended at least one K9 meeting.  There is a need for others to assist this group who are working on brochures and/or possible signs to be located in the specific areas that may eventually require fencing with these and other applicable projects.   
7.  Earth Day event – April 22nd.  Resolved to organize an event that builds awareness of and celebrates HP’s ANSI (Area of Natural and Significant Interest) designation.

ACTION

a) In advance of the next NEC meeting, NEC members to think about content of a press release (or someone to prepare an outline of one), so that it can be discussed at next NEC meeting, in time for final edits completed by April 10th.   
5.
Next meeting
a) Natural Environment Committee –  Mon. March 2, 6.45 pm at HPTC.
