	[image: image1.png]HicH Park
Community Apvisory CounciL




	High Park Community Advisory Council

Box 108, 95 Lavinia Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M6S 3H9


HPCAC COUNCIL MEETING
January 23rd, 2008, Howard Park Tennis Club
The regular HPCAC Council Meeting was held on Wednesday, October 24, 2007 at the Howard Park Tennis Club.

Present were:

Robin Sorys
Chair, HPCAC

Mark Ellwood
Vice-chair, HPCAC
Helen Sousa
High Park Operations Manager 
Tyler Devine
CanStage

Bernard Sanders
Member-at-large

John Cleary
Member-at-large

Sharon Lovett
HPCAC

Rob Glover
Member-at-large
Gordon Webster
Rotary – Parkdale/High Park
Wendy Rothwell
Toronto Field Naturalist
Philip Cheong
Colbourne Lodge
Karyn Morris
Member-at-large

Jane Schmidt
VSP
Regrets from:

Ken Sharratt
Secretary, HPCAC

Karen Yukick
Chair, HPCAC Natural Environment Committee

Paul Hindle
Chair, HPCAC Built Environment and Safety Committee
Richard Joos
Member-at-large 

Not Present:

Heather McCulloch
Swansea Area Ratepayers

Diane Buckell
Member at Large 

Grace Petrucci
Member at Large

Gloria Worth
Park Watch
Devon Turcotte
VSP
Victoria Muir Burcea
Children’s Garden

Michael McClurg
Children’s Garden

Jane Hayes
Resident and Original Children’s Garden  
Irene Kay
Member at Large

Marcella Tomas
Member-at-large, Acting Chair, Program Committee

Peggy Nash
Federal MP

Lynda Curnoe
Member-at-large

Lenka Holubec
Natural Env. Committee

Roland Colthoff
Parkdale High Park Rotary Club

DeAnn James
HPCAC

Ron Allan
Chair, HPCAC Program Committee

Sam Caragianakos
Grenadier Group

Mike Bilisiki
Office of Peggy Nash, MP for High Park Parkdale

Leslie Greener
VSP
Cheri Dinovo
MPP Parkdale-High Park

Robin Sorys took the chair at 6:30

1.
Introductions/Adoption of agenda

      Went through round of introductions


Robin stated that Paul Hindle has resigned due to health reasons but will stay on to help 


with website
2.
Declarations of conflict of interest

      None declared

3.
Minutes of the previous meeting
     Moved by Robin, 2nd Bernard
4.
Business arising from the minutes



1. Walking Tour Schedule Update




Mark Ellwood





Mark updated the group on the walking tours and presented pamphlet. There will now be no charges for tours but host will collect donations at end of walk.  Tours are starting earlier (10:30 am to 12) on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.  Leaders are needed for June 22nd, July (“Moth night”) and August 10th dates.  Mark is looking for hosts, person who introduces tour leader, carries safety kids and hands out brochures.  There were no volunteers for hosts at this meeting.  Next meeting will deal with marketing and promoting the tours. 





2. Trail Restoration Update





Helen Sousa
Comments from last time taken and Helen met with consultants. Helen presented maps for revised plans.  A number of points were raised: 

A. consultant suggestion for the off-leash trail includes logs along side, excavate ground and put in drainage material. Trails will have to be banked up on one side (east) to level out trail using armor stone and the other side will have drainage tile.  A drainage pit will be put in the 2 large intersections. Drainage pit will be triangular in shape with pit in center and plantings throughout.  Woodchips suggested as trail material but rejected, sand suggested but may or may not work.  City has staff looking at granular material that drains well but doesn’t displace.  Consultant will look at City staff recommendation for material. Suggestion that slopes need grading and steps.  K9 mentioned area of problem includes area 50 ft north (with slope) and 50ft south (no slope). Question raised about traffic over drainage pits and long-term use.  John presented proposal to combine fencing of drainage pit with existing fencing creating peninsula rather than island in both locations and increasing width in north intersection.  In addition the south trail could be rerouted to go over its old route (near “drumming” station).

B.  South bridge project dropped from list due to limited budget.  Questions were raised about the possibility of meandering path, although there are apparently some concerns from Urban Forestry with this suggestion. 

C.  Bloor street plans remain unchanged. To accommodate wheeled traffic in the area plan to remove stairs and replace with armour stone on each side with asphalt path (10% grade) to connect to Bloor street sidewalk.  Path will follow follow desire lines and be less steep but longer.

D.  Discovery walk: Plan changed with natural stone steps to break up asphalt.  Concerns were raised about desire paths used during winter creating trail in natural environment adjacent to project.

E.  Parkside (TTC loop) dropped due to paving concerns, existing vegetation regrowth in area.  Stairs are out but City will install handrails.  Question were raised about material of hand rails (preference for wood over metal), drainage in the area and the possibility of adding a French drain in region (to drain North into Peter’s walk).  
F.  North bridge path – as originally proposed.  Concerns were raised about aesthetics and presence of large structure in the areas (attempts to conquer nature).  Suggestion was raised about backfill stairs as opposed to built stairs. Some thought that hand rails would take care of most safety concerns without need to spend money on large structure.  City believes metal stairs would prevent erosion and protection of natural environment.  
G.  Ellis park stairs are in capital budget for 2009 to replace them with metal stairs, included with paving part of road.  Otherwise time line was 10 year.




3. Off Leash Committee – update




Review Committee
Meeting with executive next Wednesday but an information package available for those looking for more information.  Tyler updated the group on the Swansea meeting, indicating that dog-owners represented the majority in attendance and they wanted paths and more space.  Concern was raised amongst HPCAC about notification for the event.




4. Friends of High Park Membership
Update
 (see notes at end)

Robin Sorys
Robin handed out poster and brochures about membership. The project was soft launched (online) on Dec 28th. There are currently 14 members and 5 family members. New members receive a High Park pin, calendar of events, invited to AGM, and Robin looking at open house and couple of walks for members.  There was a suggestion to add another individual donation group to $100, added incentive for corporate donations and links to “specific project” donations.




5. Spring Creek Anti Erosion Measures



Helen Sousa
Reconstruction part of project is complete with planting to take place in the Spring with fencing to protect new plantings.  It was agreed this project was one of the fastest projects in High Park history. 
5.
New Business



1. Archeological Research in High Park


Robin Sorys, Helen Sousa
Robin presented update (see text at end).  It was mentioned that native group would like to not allow picnic table in September. Executive discussed with the native group the possibility of using a portable table but decided to hold off on action until burial site confirmed. Helen updated the group on City’s actions, which consists of archeological research on the area. Robin mentioned the existence of archival pictures of before and after mound and the need to add signage to inform everyone about its presence. It was raised that the horseshoe shaped mounds could include Lithuanian monument.  Representative from Colbourne lodge indicated they might have a relieve map of High Park from 1840 and will take a look to see if mounds present at this time.



2. Species at Risk Project Phase 1 and 2 update


Ken Sharratt

Ken absent. Sharon discussed difficulties in obtaining matching funds portion and the requirement for a position of coordinator/supervisor - responsible for dealing with corporations, requires input from Cara Webster. Other project is nearing completion with writing portion completed.
6. 
Reports/Updates
1. High Park Supervisor





Helen Sousa
There will be a paving project in High Park this year in just the parking spaces in the north section of west road.  Project will require grading to drain water and enlarging of an area around existing tree may require loss of parking space. Two light posts will require additional curbing and bike racks may be placed behind post.  Project time frame is late April to May and won’t affect road.


Colborne Lodge 






Philip Cheong
A new roof was installed but moisture problems still exists in the parlour. Staff is waiting until Spring to see if problems persist. Participation for winter fun day (300 people ) up 25% from last year and planning for March break has already begun.  Despite a very cold day from winter fun day, cider sales were down from last year.  Most people came at beginning of the event and it died down at 1:30.

2. Built Environment






Paul Hindle
Needs new chair, High Park Centre group will be having meeting next Monday and will have an update for the next HPCAC meeting

3. Natural Environment





Karen Morris
NEC raised concerns with planting list for the Spring creek restoration project and will be working with Cara.  NEC is planning on meeting with Scott to work on interpretative trails. Scott is an old member of Nature Centre and has good knowledge of High Park.
4. Treasurer’s Report






Angie Begitsch
No report but volunteer at Nature Centre (Dan Hill) will help Diana with financial information and will provide statement for next HPCAC meeting.
5. K9 Update







John Cleary
K9 is looking at coordinating with City on Spring Cleanup to coincide with Environmental Day (April 20th). K9 is interested in participating in walking tour and will coordinate with Mark.  K9 asked for information on natural environment to hand out to members, including specifics about ravine, sensitive areas and specifics about plants in area around off-leash area.
7. 
Other Busines
Sharon updated group on advertising efforts of VSP with different environmental groups, such as Leafs.  These groups link to the HPCAC website and would like HPCAC to link to them. Sharon would like to include a general link on the main page rather than specific link on the VSP page.  There was a debate about whether a motion was required to accomplish this but it was decided that Sharon should just send a note to Paul and request response before proceeding.

Robin updated the group that an editor has been obtained for HPCAC (see below).  She raised question about when the newsletter published in the past and when it should be published now. End of March – update on Spring
8.
Adjournment
Motion to adjourn 8:15
Bear Mound Complex update (provided by Robin Sorys)


David Redwolf with Taiaiako’n Historical Preservation Services approached the HPCAC in early Dec with his concern on Hawk Hill.  He informed me that Hawk Hill is a burial mound called Bear Mound Complex.  

Bear Mound Complex is a registered archaeological site and has been since 2003, with the Ontario Ministry of Culture, there are certain regulations that landowners are obliged to follow when it comes to registered archaeological sites.  Bear Mound’s site was constructed by the ancestors of the Erie people and is being supported by members of the Six Nations Confederacy Council.   


Bear Mound Complex contains 12 mounds and is sandwiched between both of the roads, the tennis courts, and the parking lot to Grenadier Restaurant. 


Keith Powers is the archaeologists who has been hired by the Erie Indian Moundbuilders Tribal Nation to assess each site and he uses a non-intrusive archaeology technique called geophysical prospecting. 


Arthur Beauregard with the City will be the liaison person between the City and the Aboriginal Group.


MEMBERSHIP UPDATE (provided by Robin Sorys)

Membership Campaign – was officially launched on Nov 28 ,07 and the information has been updated on our website.  We currently have 14 members & 5 family members and a more formal launch will be planned for the new year.  New members received a ‘Friend of High Park’ pin, thank-you letter and a calendar of up-coming events for the 1st quarter

Brochure – is almost complete thanks to Andrew Sookrah & Charlene Brooke.  Andrew is going to see if a local printer would be interested in printing 1,000 brochures with acknowledgement on the pamphlet.  

High Park Newsletter – Karen Yukich and I met with Lars Bohr who has expressed interest in the Editor position.  Lars is currently at York University pursuing an Honors English Bachelor of Arts and has studied institutional writin, periodical writing and copyediting and wrote and researched stories for the York University Excalibur.
