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	High Park Community Advisory Council

Box 108, 95 Lavinia Avenue

Toronto, Ontario

M6S 3H9


NATURAL ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES
Tuesday, April 7, 2009,  6:45 p.m.
Howard Park Tennis Club
Present were:

Sharon Lovett (Co-Chair, and Chair of meeting), Karen Yukich, (Co-Chair), Ken Sharratt, Karyn Morris, Cara Webster, Jane Schmidt, Lenka Holubec, Terry Fahey, Mark van Stempvoort, Jerry Hodge, John Cleary, Maureen Hyland, Frank Remiz (Acting Secretary), Roman Bijan, David White
Absent/Regrets:  Eric Mueller
1.
Introductions/Adoption of agenda

      Carried out.
2.
Minutes of the previous meeting
    Accepted.  
3.
Business arising from the Minutes, and items not yet completed
a) Small brochure on High Park:  Karen Y. has completed about a third of this, and is looking for some assistance.  

b) Waiting for a response from Helen on trail signage issues.  

c) Chris has provided some notes on our discussion of the natural environmental qualities of HP.









d) Jane to contact Helen about Monofilament Recovery & Recycling Program.
e) Sharon to provide John Cleary with some text dealing with NE features to incorporate into K9 brochure.
4.
Updates/Reports

a) Outreach efforts:  Sharon indicated that HP’s public events are included in Carolinian Canada’s outreach program.  She is also contacting other groups, to increase public awareness of HP. 








 

b) Urban Star Park:  Monthly star-gazing with members of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada was held March 30, and will be held next on the first clear night in the period April 27-30 (check www.toronto.rasc.ca  for confirmation).  Location:  soccer fields.  If these are popular and dark enough, then will apply  for permit.   ACTION:  Karen Y. currently handling liaison.
c) Workshops for Horticultural Crew & Garden Maintenance Crew:  Designed to orient new staff to the various issues & concerns pertaining to the management of the park’s green spaces, and in particular the work coordinated by Urban Forestry (City).  Helen has a list of suggested items.  Would consist of a talk, tour, maybe video, and maybe a handout.  It is hoped to prevent recurrence of problems such as mowing over of new plantings, uprooting of perennials, blowing of leaves onto sensitive groundcover, piling of leaves which would significantly change the soil composition.  Opportunity to present protocols, as appropriate.  ACTION:  Cara tentatively to present material.  NEC to develop some standard written material that could be incorporated into the presentation, or into a handout geared to the Foreman/person. Cara to discuss with Helen the suitability of and alternative to the currently proposed date/place.  Karen Y. to transmit ‘mowing protocol’ to Cara/Helen … for eventual communication to staff.  NEC to develop a ‘leaf removal protocol’.  
5.
New Business

a) Live Green:  Sharon presented info on Live Green, a City-organized, one-stop resource for contributing locally towards making a greener planet.  Specially-designated community animators can help with grant applications and event-organizing.  Might be able to integrate with HP initiatives.  More info: http://www.toronto.ca/livegreen/index.html   A strategy session will be held April 18th 10 am- 4 pm at the Thistletown Community Centre (925 Albion Rd.) to identify opportunities for environmental initiatives and networking in your immediate community and the entire Etobicoke/York District.  More info:  http://events.insidetoronto.com/view-event/10996/146949/Etobicoke-York-Environmental-Strategy-Session     

b) Reissue of ‘High Park – Restoring a Jewel … ‘ document:  Only minor edits and updates made.  Ken’s HPI grant proposal resulted in the printing of 1000 copies.  Cara to determine how distributed … suggestions:  HPI board members, display copies at Nature Centre  Children’s Garden & Colborne L., new City Council members, people involved with HP restoration efforts, Toronto libraries, the Toronto universities.  Will be added to HP’s website.

c) Trail rehabilitation project:  Jerry has called a meeting for Mon. April 20, 9:15 a.m. [to be rescheduled], at Howard Park Tennis Club to explore a preliminary plan to harden, narrow and beautify a group of trails on the East slope above Spring Rd. (i.e. from High Park Blvd to the bridge by the ponds) (trails are facing heavy use and problems).  Would be conducted as a program for High School students and Youth Groups (reinvigorate HYPE?).  Initial efforts might entail closing trail spurs.  Karen Y. suggested it may be better to concentrate  efforts on a much smaller section, specifically the trail leading from Spring Rd. to the Nature Centre.  ACTION:  Karen Y. (and others interested) will attend. Jerry will send the invitation to Jane to pass on to Dan Stuckie.  
d) Master Plan Maps of High Park:  The City’s Parks Planning Dept has issued several maps to help stakeholders identify opportunities & constraints.  Cara provided some input to them, but didn’t have an opportunity to review the work in progress or the final result.  No budget money remains for map edits.  Concerned that the aquatic and terrestrial restoration efforts over the last decade or so aren’t reflected in Figure 1 (e.g. Tablelands restoration, Grenadier Pond shoreline restoration and fish habitat).  Grenadier Cafe & Nature Centre should be labelled more prominently in Fig. 2.  Eventually would like to create a map showing wildlife habitat and interesting features for nature interpretation.   ACTION:  Cara to convey comments to Jennifer Kowalski, and to procure a base map sufficiently large for mark-up and other purposes. Karen Y. to raise similar comments at next HPCAC meeting.      
6.
Next meeting & events
a) Natural Environment Committee –  Tues. May 5, 6:45 pm, at Howard Park Tennis Club.
b) HPCAC Meeting – April 22, 6:30 pm at HPTC  

c) VSP Plant Sale – Sunday May 3, 11:00 am at Greenhouse. 
d) Live Green Strategy Session – Sat. April 18 (see above)
e) HP Trail Management Strategy Meeting – April 20 (see above)
f) Presentation of concerns re Ontario’s proposed Endangered Species legislation – Tue. April 14, 7 – 9 pm, Northern District Library (near Yonge & Eglinton).  (contact Karen Y. for more info).   
