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	BACKGROUND INFORMATION SUMMARY: 

	· The HPCAC established a working committee during the Jan. 24, 2007 meeting to develop criteria and a process for the annual review of the off leash dog area.  During subsequent meetings the criteria and protocol for the committee was established with the committee being composed of a representatives from K9 (John Cleary), NE (Karyn Morris) and the HPCAC (Tyler Devine).

· In consultation with the HPCAC and various members of the subcommittees a survey was developed to poll park users and community at large about their opinions on the High Park off-leash area and dogs in the park in general.  The survey, which included an online option, ran from early Spring until late August.  Approximately 500 survey results were collected and analyzed by review committee members


· In addition, HPCAC-identified park stakeholders were provided with a request for an impact statement on the off-leash area and dogs in the park on each particular program or stakeholder group.  Impact statements were collected over the same time as the survey.


· During the course of the review, the City of Toronto has introduced and passed motions dealing with off-leash areas (People, Dogs and Park strategy) as well as dog walkers (Commercial Dog Walker Permit Policy).  Both motions will have a direct impact on the High Park off-leash area and dogs in the park .


· During the August meeting of the executive committee, it was requested that the off-leash area review committee submit a summary of the results of their surveys along with an update on the City’s recent changes in dog-related bylaws to the September meeting of the HPCAC.  The recommendations of the off-leash area review committee were to be presented at a later meeting of the HPCAC



	SUGGESTIONS and/or RECOMMENDATIONS:

	· The review committee suggests that the summary of the survey results (to be provided to the HPCAC at the time of the meeting) be distributed to HPCAC members and any interested parties.  The committee invites feedback, suggestions and recommendations, which will be incorporated into their final recommendations to be presented to the HPCAC at a future date.
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